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Dr Olufemi (“Femi”) Oladapo is a maternal,
perinatal, and newborn health research and
public health expert, working as a Medical Officer
in the Maternal and Perinatal Health &
Preventing Unsafe Abortion team, of the
UNDP/UNFPA/UNICEF/WHO/World Bank Special
Programme of Research, Development and
Research Training in Human Reproduction (HRP),
Department of Reproductive Health and
Research, World Health Organization, Geneva,
Switzerland. He qualified as an obstetriciangynaecologist in Nigeria and was an Associate
Professor and Consultant at the Department of
Obstetrics and Gynaecology, Olabisi Onabanjo
University/Teaching Hospital, Sagamu, Nigeria,
until 2013. He is a Visiting Professor at the
Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology,
Babcock University Teaching Hospital, IlishanRemo, Nigeria. He holds a Master’s degree in
public health and the Fellowships of the West
African College of Surgeons (FWACS) and
International College of Surgeons (FICS).
Dr Oladapo served for several years as a master trainer and an international facilitator for the
WHO workshop on Evidence-Based Decision-Making in Reproductive Health - a training
workshop aimed at promoting best practices in reproductive health. From 2000, he led the
clinical research and training activities of the Centre for Research in Reproductive Health,
Sagamu, Nigeria (a centre collaborating with WHO in reproductive health research and training)
and was the Centre’s Director of Clinical Research until 2013. Before joining WHO, Dr Oladapo
collaborated with colleagues at the WHO Department of Reproductive Health and Research in
various technical capacities, including consolidating evidence base for guideline development and
research prioritization in RMNCH. His research interests lie primarily in maternal and perinatal
health, with a special focus on systematic reviews and evidence-based obstetric care, quality of
obstetric care, preterm birth, intrapartum care, and strategies to reduce the leading causes of
maternal near-misses and deaths in underserved populations. He created the largest network of
tertiary institutions for surveillance and evaluation of quality of care for maternal near-misses
and deaths in Nigeria, to generate high-quality data on the burden and causes of life-threatening
maternal complications and deaths between 2012 and 2013. He is a review author and member
of the editorial team of the Cochrane Pregnancy and Childbirth Group.
Dr Oladapo joined the WHO Department of Reproductive Health and Research in 2013, where he
provides managerial and technical leadership in evidence synthesis, research and guideline
development to improve maternal, perinatal and newborn health. Since joining WHO, he played
a key role in evidence syntheses and development of the WHO recommendations on:
Augmentation of Labour; Interventions to Improve Preterm Birth Outcomes; Prevention and
Treatment of Maternal Peripartum Infections; Pregnancy Management in the Context of Zika
Virus Infection; and Antenatal Care for a Positive Pregnancy Experience. He is a member of the
WHO Guidelines Review Committee where he provides methodological input and technical
support to the development of guidelines across WHO. Olufemi Oladapo has published more
than 110 research articles in peer-reviewed journals.

Dr Kenny McCormick is a Consultant Neonatologist at John
Radcliffe Hospital and Honorary Senior Lecturer at Oxford
University having trained in Edinburgh, Newcastle-upon-Tyne
and Melbourne. He has a long-standing interest in neonatal
nutrition and was a member of the research group in Newcastle
who developed and introduced the practice of feeding preterm
babies enriched milk following hospital discharge to improve
growth. He was expert advisor to the 2010 NCEPOD (National
Confidential Enquiry into Patient Outcome & Death) review into
the care of patients receiving parenteral nutrition which found
that only a quarter of babies had care that was considered to
represent good practice. Following this, parenteral nutrition
provision was included as a quality outcome measure for all
neonatal units in the UK resulting in significant improvements in
practice.
Kenny was co-applicant on the ADEPT study which
demonstrated advantages for starting milk feeds early in the
most at risk neonatal group – growth restricted with abnormal
umbilical blood flow – and is co-applicant on the SIFT trial of
2800 preterm babies which has recently presented the finding that increasing milk at faster rates
(30ml/kg/day) does not increase the risk of necrotizing enterocolitis. The result of both studies is
that preterm babies have milk introduced sooner and faster resulting in fewer days of parenteral
nutrition.
Kenny collaborates on a number of studies within Oxford University. His work with the
Cardiovascular Clinical Research Facility has started to characterise the effects of preterm birth on
adult cardiac health and work with the Institute of Biomedical Engineering has seen the
development of a novel approach to vital sign monitoring in preterm babies based on camera
technology.

Dr Özge Tunçalp is a physician and epidemiologist
currently based in Geneva working as a scientist in
the Maternal and Perinatal Health & Preventing
Unsafe Abortion team, of the
UNDP/UNFPA/UNICEF/WHO/World Bank Special
Programme of Research, Development and
Research Training in Human Reproduction (HRP),
Department of Reproductive Health and Research,
World Health Organization, Geneva, Switzerland.
Dr Tunçalp led the work on “WHO
recommendations on antenatal care for positive
pregnancy experience”, released in November
2016 and currently leads the research and
evidence synthesis portfolio on antenatal care for
the Department. Furthermore she plays a key role
in the WHO-initiated Global Network on Quality of
Care leading the work on evidence synthesis for improving quality of care, and managing the
research portfolio on experience of care including mistreatment of women and labour
companionship. Her work includes research and development of WHO tools such as WHO
application of ICD-10 to deaths during the perinatal period (ICD-PM) and Programme Reporting
Standards for SRMNCAH.
In collaboration with country, regional and international partners, she uses quantitative and
qualitative methodologies as well as innovative approaches to research quality of care for maternal
and newborn health, including maternal morbidity and safe abortion in low- and middle-income
countries. She is currently conducting a multi-country survey on abortion-related morbidity and have
been part of the technical team publishing WHO global estimates on causes of maternal mortality,
and incidence and safety of abortions. Dr Tunçalp is in the development groups for GRADE-CERQual
(a methodology to assess confidence in the evidence from reviews of qualitative research) and
facilitating evidence-informed decisions about complex interventions.
Özge Tunçalp completed her MD at Istanbul Medical School, MPH and PhD at Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public Health and a postdoctoral fellowship at the Department of Obstetrics
and Gynecology at Yale School of Medicine. She holds an adjunct faculty appointment at Johns
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health.

